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HOUSE BI LL 2501

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Rockefeller, Canpbell, Haigh, Gonbosky, Lovick,
Kei ser, Kagi, Lantz, Quall, Scott, Eicknmeyer, Conway, Mrris, Cooper,
QOgden, Kessler, Regala, Stensen, Hurst, Veloria, Schual -Berke, Santos,
Wod, Ednonds, Kenney, O Brien and Edwards

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2000. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to school safety grants; adding a new chapter to
Title 28A RCW nmaki ng an appropriation; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the safety of
students, school enployees, and volunteers in schools is a vital
concern. In order for students to achieve high academ c standards
schools nust offer safe and civil learning environments in which
students and teachers can concentrate on | earning.

(2) The legislature finds that the presence of security personnel
on school grounds during school hours is no longer inportant only in
rare cases or isolated circunstances. Mny schools, in all different
types of communities throughout Washi ngton, coul d benefit significantly
by the presence of security personnel whenever school is in session.

(3) Incidents of fatal shootings, intentional serious injuries, and
weapons possession at schools in Washi ngton and across the nation in
recent years, and other indicators of rising levels of violence at
school s, have denonstrated the necessity for school admnistrators to
reevaluate the staffing needs of schools under their authority to
determ ne whether security personnel are appropriate.
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(4) School security prograns funded under this chapter are not
basi ¢ education for purposes of Article I X of the state Constitution
and the state’s fundi ng duty thereunder.

(5) The legislature intends to provide a program of grants to
enhance security in schools throughout Washington within avail able
funding, targeted to schools with the greatest need for security
personnel and with the nost efficient and effective proposals for
maki ng use of funding for security personnel.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Gants provided under section 3 of this act
may be used solely for matching grants to enhance security in schools.
The grants shall be expended solely for the costs of enploying or
contracting for building security nonitors in schools during schoo
hours and school events. The grants shall require l|ocal or other
nonstate matching funds so that the state grant anmpunts support a
maxi mum of seventy-five percent of the costs of the services funded.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shall adm nister the school security program and select grant
recipients in accordance with the followng criteria:

(a) Applications shall docunent the need for school security
services in the school building or buildings;

(b) Grant applicants shall:

(1) Denonstrate that other existing prograns and public and private
fundi ng sources related to school safety have been revi ewed;

(1i) Denonstrate that the grant request would fund a programthat
is coordinated with other |ocal prograns and funding sources that
relate to school safety;

(1i1) Denonstrate that the grant for school security sought under
this chapter fills a void in a conprehensive school safety programt hat
t he applicant already has in place or is in the process of inplenenting
at the school building or school district |evel; and

(iv) Describe steps taken to hold costs of the proposed program as
| ow as reasonabl y possi bl e and report whet her any i ndependent revi ew by
qualified auditors or budget and finance experts of the proposed
program budget has been conduct ed;

(c) Priority shall be givenin the selection of grant recipients to
applications displaying the foll ow ng characteristics:
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(1) A high level of coordination wth other prograns in a
conpr ehensi ve conti nuumof school safety efforts, fromearly prevention
to reactive enforcenent of safety rules and | aws;

(1i) Cose collaboration between the school or school district and
| ocal public or private individuals and organi zati ons;

(ti1) Matching funds fromsources other than | ocal school district
funds; and

(1v) Applications from school districts or consortia of school
districts that received funding through the school security program
established in the biennial operating budget after July 1, 1995;

(d) The maximum state grant to any school district under this
chapter shall be five hundred thousand dollars in fiscal years 2002 and
2003, four hundred thousand dollars in fiscal years 2004 and 2005, and
three hundred thousand dollars thereafter. The superintendent shal
carefully reviewal|l budgetary conponents of applications and may award
a grant amount of |ess than the amount requested by the applicant if
t he superintendent deens that any portion of the grant request is not
sufficiently cost-effective or for other reasons does not nerit state
grant support under this chapter.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall attenpt to award
grants as equitably as possible anong school districts in rural,
subur ban, and urban areas, in all geographic parts of the state, and in
districts representing the full range of | evels of student enroll nent,
fromdistricts with fewer enrolled students to those with the | argest
enrol | nents.

(3) Each program granted funds wunder this chapter shall be
eval uated by the educational service district within which the school
district receiving funds is | ocated. Educational service districts may
contract wwth other entities to conduct the evaluation. However, the
educati onal service district nmay not contract with a school district
receiving a grant under this chapter to conduct the eval uation. A
school district receiving a grant under this chapter shall submt to
the educational service district for its region all available and
appropriate informati on concerning the i npact and effectiveness of the
school security program The superintendent of public instruction
shall conpile the evaluations conpleted by educational service
districts and report the findings, along with any recomendations the
superintendent may choose to nake, to the | egislature by Septenber 1st
of even-nunbered years begi nning in 2002.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This chapter applies to all new grants to
enhance school safety that are nade after the effective date of this
section. Until July 1, 2001, this chapter does not apply to the
renewal of a grant nade before the effective date of this section
This chapter applies to all grants to enhance school safety, both new
and renewal s, made after July 1, 2001.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 6. The sum of five mllion two hundred five
thousand dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is
appropriated for the fiscal year endi ng June 30, 2001, fromthe general
fund to the superintendent of public instruction for matching grants to
enhance security in schools. This appropriationis in addition to the
three mllion dollars appropriated in chapter 12, Laws of 1999 sp
sess., and shall be adm nistered in accordance with this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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